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Looking for a Guest Editor for the Region 6 Summer 2020 Newsletter. | will gladly help via emails.
Please contact me at ddiget@gmail.com and/or Jean Kaufmann at jejkaufmann@hotmail.com , if you are

ready to volunteer. I'm concerned that there won’t be a summer issue if a volunteer can’t be found.
Thank you for your help and support of Region 6.  Deb
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Happy New Year greetings to Region 6. This is the time
of year when my mailbox and inbox are full of catalogs of
all sorts of blooming plants. | actually started my iris
orders—uvery early for me. So, while it is drab and cold
and either raining or snowing or both and very brown
outside, | have wonderful dreams of all my spring blooms
that | hope to see sooner than later. So far it has been
above normal temps for me but again they say the very
cold will be here soon. | figure if it stays warmer, plants
will germinate sooner and bud sooner...and you see
where this is going. But of course, something always happens and it still takes forever
for spring to hit mid-Michigan. Region 6 has a very wide weather range from southern
Indiana to the upper peninsula of Michigan so while it is spring somewhere, it is
definitely still winter someplace else.

Again, as | read last year’s awards from AIS | am very excited to see the Region 6
hybridizers names on the lists again. Makes me proud to be a part of it all (without
doing all the hard work.) Congratulations to all.

Looking forward to seeing you all at the spring meeting in Muncie hosted by the IGEI.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Betsy Gambaccini Evelyn Koehler Kay Marchioni
Indiannapolis, IN Clarksville, IN Cincinnati, OH

Kathleen Mulac Christopher Cole Mary Vinson
Mansfield, OH Fort Wayne, IN Fountaintown, IN

ERROR: Don’t you just hate it when spell check corrects your words. Apparently, that's what
happened to John Kaufmann when he wrote the Footnote to Judy Hollingworth’s article, ‘My
Siberian’s Don’t Grow as Well as Your Siberians-Did You Feed Them?’ in the Fall 2019 issue of
the Region 6 Newsletter (page 12). His last sentence: “| will be storing the gulf fertilizer.”
should have read: | will be storing the bulk fertilizer.
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2020 INTRODUCTIONS
FROM REGION 6 HYBRIDIZERS

From Chuck Bunnell:
This year Aitken’s Salmon Creek Garden will introduce Chuck’s new
MTB, ‘Heavenly Dream’. www.flowerfantasy.net

A Note From Carol Morgan:

| am not introducing any iris in 2020. | did register seedling #2016-1 in
2019 with the name ‘Mirame’ (photo right). | am sending it out to various
regionals and conventions to see how it does in various areas of the
country. Its form is unusual and | am hoping it continues to perform as |
have grown it, no matter the conditions it must survive.

The seedling was one of several from the same pod; all of them tended to
be of the same form, but not all were always the flat form. Most of them
were flat 90% of the bloom time and reverted back to standard forms near
the end of the bloom time. Some managed to have five falls and then Mirame

one rebellious fall would stand up nice and erect. There were various

combinations of white plicatas with different colored styles and some were dark purple similar to
‘Rayos Adentro’, one of the parents.

| am excited about ‘Mirame’ because | have not seen any other MTB
with the flat form. Hope you all like it too.

A row of Mirame
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From Jill Copeland:

Jill has 3 iris introductions this season, ‘Great Lakes Waves’
a JI with six falls (photo top right), ‘Caught My Eye’ a lovely
Pseudata that caught Deb’s eye in our garden and John’s
eye at our iris show last June (middle photo). ‘North To
South’ is a SPX tetraploid, (photo left). All are available from

Ensata Gardens. www.ensata.com

From Bob Hollingworth:
Two Siberians:

‘Am | Amethyst’ a tetraploid, has been a very
strong grower here in Michigan. Stalks are tall
(40"+) for a tetraploid. Typically, it has 4-5 buds (3
in the terminal). Mid-violet (amethyst) with lighter
blue on the stylearms that adds interest, all very

strongly ruffled. (photo right)

.

‘Pure Flattery’ is obviously a "flattie". It is reliably 6-
falls with 3-4 buds (often 3 in terminal). Comes from
several generations of breeding from Ho Shidara's
‘Kita No Seiza’ (1997) and ‘Haresugata’ (1999) (aka
‘Parasol’) to improve vigor, disease resistance, form,
and bud count. Cool colors - light lavender with a big
white signal veined light green. The form is full, with
overlapping falls making the circle. (Photo: left) All
are available from Ensata Gardens www.ensata.com
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An Update From The Cordes Hybridizing:

Welcome to 2020... | am so excited about my garden possibilities this year. | just hope | can gather it
all in while maintaining focus and vision for my hybridizing efforts. ‘Royston Rubies’ (2017) continued
to impress me, and | was so blessed to see a photo of it on the region's fall newsletter!

After a long and questionable absence of blooming, we discovered Autumn's 'Eye For The Guy'
(2017) (photo right) in several clumps that just made me smile with their beauty and splendor. Our
bloom season last June and info July was spectacular. One of my seedlings (M13A) (photo left) was in
flower for a full 30 days... 4 stalks on a two-year clump. It is a brown iris -- to which my dad (bless his
heart) would say, "It looks like a dead flower already, and it just opened!".

We only LOOK like we don't have anything
coming up for introductions! It's a trick to
grow out stock in the “Up North”. Still
trying to figure it out!! We have many
more clumps of selections, lined out
seedlings, and a plethora of 2017
seedlings that will all be in flower this next
June. Some of the crosses were made by
Steven and Taavi, too!

| do not have any introductions “yet” for
this year. Joe Ghio tested the waters last year with some "summer
introductions", iris that didn't quite have enough stock to introduce in the mailing list/catalog, yet did
meet or exceed growing and blooming expectations -- thus being introduced later in the summer,
through his Facebook page, or special e-mailing. To add some "flavor" to the commercial world, this
may be how | choose to get my feet wet. It seems a bit more practical, if you look past the part where
I'm still a dairy farmer and summers are a LOT of extra work!

Meet Hybridizer David Mauerman
My seedlings are not yet at the stage of
naming or introducing. Hopefully they will be
within the next several years! | am going to
reserve some names for the first time soon
through AIS, and several of my seedlings are
growing as part of the Region 6 display garden
at the Willott Iris Garden in Cleveland. A spring
regional meeting is scheduled for 2021 there.
Hoping for good growth and feedback!

Qeedling 16.17.19.38C Ta

Photo left is David’s Seedling 15.16.19.38C.

Virginia Wesche is downsizing her
garden. She has numerous
versicolor iris that are in need of a
new home. If interested contact
Virginia @ 419-439-1208.

David Mauerman, is a new hybridizer in the
Cleveland, OH area. Visit him at
www.facebook.com/DavidMauerman
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CONVERSATIONS AFTER THE RAIN

Brian Wendel’s reflection of the 2019 Region 6 Spring Meeting

After several years of dreaming, hoping, praying, tending and weeding for the big event, it arrived
almost too soon. For some reason, at 4 am Saturday morning of the Regional, | awoke and felt an
overwhelming sense of peace that today would be an amazing
day. | awoke a little later with the ear worm song of “Let Me Be
Singing When the Evening Comes!” ringing through my brain.
We were blessed with ideal conditions for viewing the first two
iris gardens. As we approached the third garden... raindrops

began collecting on the windshield...oh bother!!!

With the auction over, the rain had vanished as well. The sun
reappeared to illuminate the gardens refreshed by the recent ,
shower, to help accentuate some amazing iris clumps. ‘What’s on Second?’ (Holllngworth 2017)
(photo above right) looked very much like
an exquisite butterfly... a real garden
favorite of visitors. ‘Currier’ (Hollingworth
2003) (photo left) was also making a grand
display. ‘Ginger Twist’ (Schafer-Sacks
2009) (photo right) made an impressive
showing as Bob H. and | admired it in the

back yard.

Peggy and | got to enjoy “Sans Souci” (Van Houtte 1854) (photo right below), that had made a grand
3-year clump just outside the garage. It is also an iris that passes the test of “toss a rhizome over the
fence and it will take off and grow” and usually has nice bloom stalks for the iris show as well. A
region 6 judge had also shared in Lisa’s garden the MTB,
“Velvet Intrigue” (Wendel 2010), was her favorite of a certain
hybridizer’s introductions thus far.

Chuck B., Adam C., and | viewed an MTB seedling, 19M18
(photo left below). | had been observing the clump
expectantly ever since the bloom stalks
appeared... four equally tall, well
branched, and amply budded. Maiden

s bloom occurred on the day of tour and
| preferred a different, nicer, color and
began berating it for supposed faults instead of seeing amazing attributes.
Chuck gently, yet thankfully firmly, pointed to distinguished beard color,
excellent flower form, nice flower color contrast, great branching and lots of
buds. It’s never wise to ignore the council of a Dyke’s Medal recipient and
friend, especially when he related if | was going to compost it ... to please
share a rhizome with him for crossing purposes. We also viewed other nondescript MTB’s that were
shared or composted.
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Judy H., with a sparkle in her eyes and a quick step, was shown
her namesake, “Judy, Judy, Judy” (Hollingworth 2010), with about
%4 13 well- branched and budded bloom stalks in another garden
bed. She quickly asked about S-131 (photo left), a Siberian
seedling of mine with a nice clump effect and ample buds and
bloom stalks. It has nice veination effects in the flower when in
bloom, but not for the tour, as it was a bit early. | am so very
thankful and grateful for the words of encouragement from Judy

® and Bob H. regarding the Siberians, potential crosses etc., for
Siberians have a very special place in their hearts just as they do
in mine; for the noble Siberians are so very often overlooked by
their bigger flowered cousins. | just wish the weather had
cooperated more, so the visitors could behold nicer, larger
Siberian clumps with lots '
more flowers opened.

While not after the rain,
and in another garden, | learned from Barb B. the story of how
“Gesundheit”, (Bunnell, 2012) had been named. | thought
“Gesundheit” to be well named, for the word is an appropriate
German response to what is said after one sneezes. Barb
related the name came to her and Chuck in Peggy’s garden,
that It looked like a tar truck had come along and tar was
splattered on the flowers indiscriminately... describing
“Gesundheit” flower color very well.

Anita and | were so very thankful for all the Region 6 Iris guest visitors and many pre-regional garden
visitors coming and for their amazingly, encouraging comments. We are so thankful for the beauty,
peace, and tranquility that was present in the third garden despite the rain that arrived to greet our
guests initially. The joy that filled our hearts that amazing day was indeed worth all the effort that it
took getting everything ready for the short sojourn of our guests here that day. The rain couldn’t
dampen the spirit of a great garden visit after the sun came back out to illuminate and make the
gardens sparkle in the afternoon sun. | can’t remember if there was a rainbow or not, but it doesn’t
matter, it was still an amazingly, beautiful day and our hearts will cherish the memories of it for a long
time to come. So, with a very tired, but truly, thankful heart, | can indeed say that | was singing when
the evening came... and the early morning sense of peace had indeed permeated and filled the entire
day perfectly. Until next time.

Meet Hybridizer Darrell Reno
My name is Darrell W. Reno. | started hybridizing last year and have 130 seeds in the ground. I'm
really looking forward to April when the seedlings will begin emerging and May since | have about

50 new crosses planned. I'm planning to be a very active hybridizer going forward.
I live in southern Ohio, about 80 miles south of Columbus.
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BUILDING A& FLOATING PLANTER

Jody Nolin

| first heard of floating planter in a Facebook post. It looked cool and my pond looked empty. Since |
have a lot of Pseudatas and Louisianas it sounded like an option for freeing up some bed space.
When | searched for them on-line | found that they were pretty expensive.

Well | come from a long line of scroungers, so | next searched for some directions to build one. There
are a lot of different styles of floaters you can find online, from single plant pots to floating islands.
Most of them were too complex for me or required special parts. | opted for a simple single pot
design. It took some trial and error, mostly error, but | got them to work.

Each planter will hold one large clump. They last here about two years without lifting from the pond.
| like the look of them moving across the pond with the wind. However, mine don’t float freely
because | found that if they landed at the edge, the raccoons dig in them. So, each has a brick
anchoring it at least 3 feet from shore. | can still snag them to pull weeds and check the iris and they
won’t get caught under the dock either.

So, here is the method | used.

You will need:

5-7 gallon pot with a firm lip (a nice curled edge is good) 2 pool noodles
2-3 empty plastic bottles (water or soda) zip ties

1 can Great Stuff foam insulation

Find a pot with a firm lip. Ideally it should have a wide top and
taper to a smaller base.

Poke 6 — 8 holes just under the rim. Zip tie the pool noodles
to the pot. The noodles bend easily and should be tight to the |
pot, just under the rim. This will hold the edge of the pot
above the waterline.

Noodles come in lots of colors so pick what you like. If your
pot only needs one and half noodles, they cut easily. Also
poke holes around the pot to let the water in. We will be
blocking the bottom holes to keep the soil.

Next, determine how heavy your soil is. If you use a light e
potting soil you may be able to skip the next step. Try floating |
the pot with soil to see how high it rides. My clay/potting mix |
is heavy, so it needed more buoyancy than the noodle. To
provide this, | put 2 empty, capped plastic water bottles on the bottom of the pot and covered them
with Great Stuff foam.

Great Stuff is just that. It won’t degrade or harm the fish. And it expands a LOT, so use sparingly.
This step closed the bottom holes in the pot. If you don’t need the bottles, just foam the bottom to
close the holes. Almost done!

Plant your iris and test the balance. | used some small stones to be sure the pot floats evenly.

My pots stay in the pond year-round. They ride the ice pretty well. The noodles last about 2 years
here. | cut the zip ties and replace them when they look melted by the sun. The only other problem
I’'ve had is crayfish tunneling. And | find frogs using them to sun themselves. Have fun with this.
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2020 REGION 6 JUDGES

Robert Bauer Galesburg, MI 49053
Barbara Bunnell Lafayette, IN 47905
Dr. Charles A. Bunnell | Lafayette, IN 47905
John A. Coble Galesburg, MI 49053
James A. Copeland Lawton, MI 49065
Jill Copeland Lawton, MI 49065
Adam Cordes Hillman, Mi 49746
Autumn Rose Cordes | Hillman, Ml 49746
Kathleen Devlin Milan, Ml 48106

Deb Diget Battle Creek, Ml 49014
Louis F DiSanto Aurora, OH 44202

Dr. James J. Foreman | Tipp City, OH 45371

Peggy Harger-Allen Whitestown, IN 46075

Brock Heilman Belleville, Ml 48112
Judith Hollingworth Williamston, M| 48895
R.M. Hollingworth Williamston, Ml 48895
Jean Kaufmann Okemos, M| 48864
Anna Mae Miller Kalamazoo, Ml 49009
Kathy J. Moore Franklin, IN 46131
Carol Morgan Woodland, M| 48897
Jody Nolin Rushsylvania, OH 43347
Annette Pedersen Brecksville, OH 44141
Fred Pedersen Brecksville, OH 44141
Laurel Richardson Indianapolis, IN 46242
Charles Rumbaugh Brownsburg, IN 46112

Mary L Swann-Young | Mc Cordsville, IN 46055

Eugene D. Tremmel Rocky River, OH 44116

Joan H. Verwilst Niles, Ml 49120

Janet L. Wilke Indianapolis, IN 46226

Mrs. Anthony Willott Beachwood, OH 44122 E
Wil Weakland Aurora, OH 44202 A
Doris Winton Franklin, IN 46131 M
Lana Wolfe Willshire, OH 45898 M
Donna Wolford Palm Bay, FL 32905 R
Harry Wolford Palm Bay, FL 32905 R
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REGION 6 DISPLAY GARDENS

Chuck and Barb Bunnell

7941 Peshewa Dr. Lafayette, IN
47905

Phone: (765) 296-6955

Email: whozher@mintel.net
MDB,SDB,|B,BB,MTB,TB, SIB,
LA, SPU, Species, JA

Peak bloom: May

Virginia’s Iris Garden, Janet
Wilke

5406 Boy Scout Rd., Lawrence,
IN 46226

Phone: (317) 317-749-1332
(Mon-Fri 8am -6.00 pm)

Email: jane.wilk@yahoo.com
Dwarfs, I1B, TB, BB, SIB

Peak bloom: April 15 to May 31
Call on weekends.

Joan McFadden

450 E Cty. Rd. 450N, Seymour,
IN

Phone: (812) 523-6273, cell:
(765) 749-2477

Email:
jmcfadden100@sbcglobal.net
TB, IB, medians

Peak bloom: May 15, Please
call ahead

Myers Iris Garden, Matt Myers
3514 E 500 S Warsaw, IN
46580

Phone: (574) 527-5663

Over 2,000 named varieties of
iris

Peak bloom: Mid May to Early
June

Winton'’s Iris Hill, Doris Winton
7131 E 550 South, Franklin, IN
46131

Phone: (812) 526-9237
TB,MTB.IB,SDB,BB and
Siberians

Peak bloom: TB’s - May 15-30;
SIBs - May 25-June 7

The Willott Display Garden at
Rockefeller Park Greenhouse
750 East 88th St., Cleveland,
OH

TB, BB, IB, SDB, MDB, Sib,
seedlings

Peak bloom: Varies for type of
iris — call for best bloom time.
Greenhouse grounds open
every day 8 to 4:30, except
holidays. Greenhouse buildings
open 10-4 daily

Stick and Thistle Farm, Jody
Nolin

5184 County Rd. 20,
Rushsylvania, OH 43347
Phone: (614) 507-0332

Email: jody.nolin@gmail.com
A bit of everything, including
Spuria and LA gardens

Peak bloom: Mid-May through
June, always something
blooming! No need to call
Peak bloom: May 1 - July 15

Bunnies and Bouquets,
Elaine Johnson

3524 S. Derby Rd., Sidney, MI
48885 (3/8 mile S. of Sidney,
Montcalm Co.)

Many varieties, but mainly TB’s
Peak bloom: First week of June

Jim and Jill Copeland

78118 M-40, Lawton, MI 49065
Phone: (616) 624-1968

Email: jandjcope@aol.com
IB,TB,LA, SIB, JI, Species and
SpecX

Peak bloom: We usually have
bloom from May through July.
Visit anytime we are home

Ensata Gardens, Bob Bauer
and John Coble

9823 E. Michigan Ave.,
Galesburg, MI 49053

Phone: (269) 665-7500
Email: Ensata@aol.com
Siberians and Japanese

Peak bloom: SIB’s - 1st week
June JI's - last week of June -
July 4.

Not necessary to phone ahead

J & J Iris Farm, John and
Jean Kaufmann

5140 Cornell Rd., Okemos, Ml
48864

Phone: (517) 347-7555

Email:
iejpkaufmann@hotmail.com
Mostly TB’s, some dwarf and
intermediate, a few SIBS
Peak bloom: Last two weeks of
May to first 2 weeks June

Windwood Gardens Irises,
Bob & Judy Hollingworth
5410 N. Williamston Rd.
Williamston, Ml

Bob’s Cell: 517 930-0180,
Judy’s Cell: 517 930-4429
Email cyberiris@att.net
Mostly SIB, some MTB’s
Peak bloom: Approx May 25-
June 10
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REGION 6 AFFILIATE 2020 ACTIVITIES

Columbus Iris Society

Iris Show: May 23 at Whetstone Library; 11 AM — 3PM
Iris Sale: July 18 in Dayton at the 2™ St. Market, Dayton,
OH; July 25 in Columbus at Oakland Nursery; 9AM-2PM

Grand Valley Iris Society

Iris Show: June 6 & 7at Frederik Meijer Gardens, Grand
Rapids, MI; The show will feature both Horticulture and
Artistic Design Divisions. Contact Steve Smith at
smith3761@sbcglobal.net or at 616-878-1759 for more
information.

Indiana Daylily — Iris Society

Iris Show: Saturday, May 16 at Sullivan Hardware &
Garden, 6955 N. Keystone Ave, Indianapolis, IN

Iris Sale: Saturday, August 18 at Sullivan Hardware &
Garden

Iris Club of Southeast Michigan

Iris Display: Royal Oak Farmer’s market, date and time
TBD

Iris Growers of Eastern Indiana

Iris Show: Sunday, May 17 at Minnestrista Center, Muncie,
IN; Entries received 9 — 11AM, Judging 11AM — 1PM; Open
to the public at 1PM

Iris Sale: Saturday, July 18 at the Farmers Market, Set up
at 7AM, Open to public 9AM — 3PM

North East Indiana Iris Society

Iris Show: Sunday, May 24 at Botanical Conservatory, Fort
Wayne, IN; Set up 8:30 AM; Open to public at Noon

Iris Sale: Sunday, July 26 at Botanical Conservatory; Set
up 9:30 AM; Open to public at Noon

North East Ohio Iris Society

Iris Show: Sunday, May 24 at the Cleveland Botanical
Garden, Set up starts at 8:30AM, Judging at 10:30AM,
Open to the public 1PM — 4:30PM

Iris Sale: Saturday’s, 9-1PM from July-September at the
Broadview Heights Farmers Market, Broadview Heights, OH

MIO Irisarians

Iris Show: Saturday, June 13 at the Word of Life Church,
Alpena, Ml
Iris Sale: Same day and location as the Iris Show

Southwestern Michigan Iris Society

Iris Show: Saturday, May 30 @ Wedel’s Nursery

Late Iris Display: Saturday, June 27 @ Wedel’s Nursery
Iris Sale: Saturday, August 1 @ Bank Street Farmer’s
Market

Tri County Iris Society

Iris Display: At a local nursery in the Lansing area.
Date TBD

Note from SWMIS: Eight of our club members will be
attending the Japanese Iris Convention this July in Nova
Scotia, Canada. Some will take 4-5 days prior to the
convention to tour the Island, do some whale watching,
and take a coastline boat tour. Beautiful cool scenery.
Convention details can be viewed on the SJI

website; www.socji.org. There is even a drone video of
the main display garden on the website.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR AIS AND REGION 6 EVENTS

Year |Date Event & Location
2020 May 18 — 23 AlS 100" Anniversary National Convention, NJ
May 17 Region 6 Spring Meeting, Muncie, IN, Host: IGEI
Sept. 19 Region 6 Fall Meeting, Fort Wayne, IN, Host: IDIS
2021 April 12 - 17 AIS National Convention, Las Cruces, NM
TBD Region 6 Spring Meeting, Cleveland, OH, Host: NEOIS
Sept. 18 Region 6 Fall Meeting, Fort Wayne, IN, Host: SWMIS

will be held in conjunction with the

MIO 2019 IRIS SHOW RESULTS

Best Specimen of Show: ‘Kay’ (Johnson, 2017) Exhibitor: Adam Cordes

Silver Medal: Adam Cordes
Bronze Medal: Kris Sorgenfrei

Youth Best Specimen of Show: ‘Desert Snow’ (Black, 2013) Exhibitor: Steven Cordes

Youth Silver Medal: Steven Cordes
Youth Bronze Medal: Bennett Cordes
Artistic Division
Best Design of Show: Kim Kocher

Sweepstakes for Artistic Design: Kim Kocher

Best Design in Youth: Jacob Cordes

Sweepstakes for Artistic Design Youth: Jacob Cordes

REGION 6 SPRING MEETING

This year the spring meeting will be a One Day event, Sunday, May 17" at the
Minnetrista Center, 1200 N. Minnetrista Pkwy, Muncie, IN 47303. The regional meeting

IGE]I iris show.

Arrival time: 11:00 AM
IGEI Show judged at 11:00 AM
Minnetrista Garden tours 11:00 AM

Lunch

18t Judges Training

Tour of Gary Birk’s Garden

(photo right)

2" Judges Training In the Garden

Release for the day.
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Registration Form
American Iris Society (AlIS) Region 6
One Day Spring Event
May 17, 2020

Minnetrista Muncie, In

Name: Name:
(Name as you would like it to appear on badge) (Name as you would like it to appear on badge)

Address: Address:

City: State: Zip: City: State: Zip:
Phone: Phone:

Email: Email:

Registration fee..............ccoooeviiiiinil. #People X $25.00 = §

Will you be attending 1%t Judges Training Sunday, May 17?7 Yes_  orNo__

(How many?)
Will you be attending 2" Judges Training Sunday, May 17?7 Yes or No
(How many?)

Special Dietary Requirements:

The registration fee of $25 includes 1 meal and two judges training sessions. If you have any
questions / concerns contact Lana Wolfe, Lanaopal@aol.com or 419-495-2026.

Make check out to — AlIS, Region 6 and mail by May 9 Please.

Mail this form and check to:
Alvie Bebertz, Registrar

10112 Circlewood Dr.

Fort Wayne, IN 46804

Phone: 260-444-9443

Email: Irislover77@hotmail.com
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